
          
      


      

      
    
    
  
  


    
      
    





  
  Skip to content




  
  





  
    
      
        
        Alberta.ca
      
    

  


    

      
        
          
            Search Alberta.ca
            
            
              
            
          

        

      
 

      
        
          
            Popular topics:

            
  
            
  Popular topics

  

        
  
      	
        Refocusing health care in Alberta
      
	
        Foster and kinship care
      
	
        Elder abuse – Get help
      
	
        Affordability Action Plan
      
	
        Child care subsidy
      
	
        Renew your vehicle registration
      


  


  


          

        

      
 

  
 

 


  
    
  
  

    
      
  
      
      
        Find a service
      

      
        Find all of the Alberta government services and information you need.

      

    

  

  
      
      
        Public engagements
      

      
        Help shape the future of government policies, programs and services.

      

    

  

  
      
      
        Jobs
      

      
        Government of Alberta jobs, job postings across the province, and resources for job seekers.

      

    

  

  
      
      
        Government action
      

      
        Priority Government of Alberta initiatives and action plans.

      

    

  


    


    
      
        
          News
        


        
          	
      
        March 8, 2024


      

      
        Breaking more ground on red tape reduction
      

    
	
      
        April 8, 2024


      

      
        Growing the benefits of digital tech in agriculture
      

    
	
      
        April 4, 2024


      

      
        Building Alberta’s regional airport network
      

    


        

      


      
        	Alberta.ca home
	Open government
	Contact government
	Social media directory


      


      
        	
            Facebook
          
	
            Twitter
          
	
            Instagram
          
	
            Linkedin
          


      

    
 

  
 

                      
    
      Feature

      
      
                  
            [image: ]
          

                
          
            Budget
          

          Budget 2024 is a responsible plan for a growing province.

        

      

    
 
  

  
 

  
      
  
    
  
  
  	
              Home
          
	
              All services
          
	
              Government
          
	
              About government
          
	
              How we work
          
	
              Strategies and initiatives
          
	
              Cutting Red Tape
          








          
                          
            Part of Strategies and initiatives
          

                
          
Cutting Red Tape


          
  We’re cutting red tape by one-third to reduce costs, speed up approvals, and make life easier for hard-working Albertans and businesses.
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  Making government work better


  


  
  
    
  Removing needless red tape – such as duplicate processes and rules that do not add protections – will save time, money, and resources while still protecting the environment, keeping Albertans safe and healthy, and upholding fiscal accountability.
Our goal is to make it easier for people to get the government services they need and reduce the regulatory burden on job creators to encourage investment, boost Alberta’s competitiveness, and get more Albertans back to work.


  



  


  

  
  
    
  
  
    
  Have an idea?
If you have come across a government process that is too complex, takes too long, serves no purpose, or is duplicative or wasteful, let us know about it. Submissions will be reviewed and sent to the responsible ministry for consideration and follow up.
Email us your idea


  


  
  
    
  Industry engagement
In addition to receiving feedback from the general public, we have established 9 industry panels to solicit specific feedback from key industries and the non-profit sector. The panels meet biannually and report key findings to the minister.
Learn about industry panels


  



  


  

  
  
    
  
  
    
  Reports and fact sheets
We have completed hundreds of red tape reduction initiatives. More than half respond to ideas submitted by Albertans, recommendations from key stakeholders and industry panels, as well as platform commitments. Current efforts have produced hundreds of millions in savings for Alberta’s job creators and government.


  


  
  
    
  Reports
	Red Tape Reduction Annual Report 2022-23
	Red Tape Reduction Annual Report 2021-22
	Red Tape Reduction Annual Report 2020-21
	2020 Municipal Red Tape Reduction Report
	Red Tape Reduction Annual Report 2019-20
	Red Tape Reduction - The First 100 Days



  


  
  
    
  Fact sheets and infographics
	Supporting Alberta’s education sector
	Supporting Alberta every day
	Supporting continuous improvement
	Supporting summer fun
	Supporting Alberta’s chemical manufacturing sector
	Supporting Alberta’s industrial manufacturing sector
	Supporting Alberta’s construction sector
	Supporting Alberta’s non-profit organizations
	Supporting the natural gas and electricity industries
	Supporting forestry and agriculture
	Supporting small businesses
	Supporting small producers in Alberta
	Supporting the tourism and hospitality industry



  



  


  

  
  
    
  
  
    
  Key accomplishments


  


            
    
          
                
          
            
  Workers’ Compensation Act: Provided easier access to workers’ compensation benefits to firefighters who fought the 2016 Fort McMurray fire and are diagnosed with certain cancers. Specifically, it eliminated the exposure period requirement for workers’ compensation cancer presumptions for these firefighters and simplified the workers’ compensation claim process by eliminating the steps required to link a diagnosis to the job.


          

        

      

      


    
          
                
          
            
  Gaming, Liquor and Cannabis Amendment Act: Promoted economic growth by enabling municipalities to create entertainment districts - designated public areas where adults may responsibly consume alcohol, helping revitalize communities, promote tourism and support local businesses.


          

        

      

      


    
          
                
          
            
  Irrigation Districts Act: Enabled irrigation districts to ensure the best use and allocation of Alberta’s water resources. This included support of modern communication methods for public notification, broader tools to stop water delivery to those misusing water, and expansion of Irrigation Council membership to ensure better response to the needs of districts and water users.


          

        

      

      


    
          
                
          
            
  Streamlined post-secondary program approval processes: Eliminated unnecessary application requirements, enabling post-secondary institutions to undertake independent reviews and improve turnaround times for program approvals to give post-secondary institutions more flexibility to develop new and innovative programs that respond to student and labour market needs.


          

        

      

      


    
          
                
          
            
  Skilled Trades and Apprenticeship Education Act: Helped address labour shortages in the skilled trades, and positioned the trades for future growth by making it easier for Albertans to gain employable skills in a wider variety of sectors.


          

        

      

      


    
          
                
          
            
  Drove financial innovation: Introduced a “regulatory sandbox” to allow financial technology companies to test new, innovative products without having to immediately comply with all regulatory requirements. Alberta was the first province to establish a sandbox of this kind, continuing to provide a strong incentive for new and existing technology companies to operate in the province.


          

        

      

      



  

  


  

  
  
    
  
  
    
  Responding to feedback
Almost 700 red tape reduction initiatives have been completed to date. Nearly 200 of these completed initiatives address recommendations from industry panels, priority stakeholders and the public.

    [image: Blue curved "Overall Red Tape Reduction" graphic showing 33% reduction as of February 29, 2024]







  



  


  

  
  
    
  
  
    
  What Albertans say


  


  
  
    
  It has been very satisfying seeing how in just 2 short years, the Agriculture, Food and Bio-Industrial Panel has seen nearly 70% of the recommendations for red tape reduction be either fully completed or are nearly complete. This is saving our industry in both time and money.”
– Cherie Copithorne-Barnes, CEO, CL Ranches Ltd.



  


  
  
    
  I want to commend Alberta’s government for amending trespass legislation to clarify and raise the profile of the right of landowners to control access to their property. This renewed focus on property rights is a refreshing and positive step forward for property owners in Alberta.”
– Peter J. Dobbie, KC, farmers’ and property rights advocate for Alberta



  


  
  
    
  We’ve been working with the government over the last number of years regarding the health impacts from the 2016 Fort McMurray wildfire and the needed support for firefighters and their families, and we’re grateful to see this cancer coverage moving forward.”
– Matt Osborne, president, Alberta Professional Fire Fighters and Paramedics Association



  


  
  
    
  Supporting a healthy business community is a priority for municipalities in local and regional economic development efforts. Reducing red tape and barriers to utilizing intermunicipal business licences and other regional approaches to economic development is an important step in allowing municipalities to play a larger role in growing their local and regional economies.”
– Paul McLauchlin, president, Rural Municipalities of Alberta



  


  
  
    
  Critical to the success of all businesses in Alberta is the ability to execute their growth plans and not face significant barriers to growth. Streamlining approval processes significantly helps businesses accelerate the pace at which they scale up and expand operations, and positions Alberta as attractive for investment that will not only diversify our economy but also bring new ideas, talent and innovation. All of this is important for Alberta's economic future.”
– Deborah Yedlin, president and CEO, Calgary Chamber of Commerce
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  2023 News releases

  
    
  	Reducing red tape for cannabis retailers (December 18, 2023)
	Saving drivers and law enforcement time (December 14, 2023)
	Cutting costs and red tape for young drivers (April 1, 2023)
	New bill continues red-tape-cutting momentum (March 8, 2023)
	Red Tape Report Card: Statement from Minister Nally (February 1, 2023)
	Reporting back to Albertans on Red Tape (January 30, 2023)




      


	
  2022 News releases

  
    
  	Removing red tape barriers to spur innovation (August 10, 2022)
	New red tape bill saves Albertans time and money (April 25, 2022)




      


	
  2021 News releases

  
    
  	Cutting red tape saves Albertans time, money (November 4, 2021)
	Alberta gets an A for red tape reduction (January 27, 2021)




      


	
  2020 News releases

  
    
  	Expired: Alberta removes licence plate stickers (December 7, 2020)
	Unwrapping red tape on Christmas (November 26, 2020)
	Bill 48: Saving job creators time and money (November 16, 2020)
	$476 million saved by cutting red tape (Red Tape Reduction Annual Report, November 16, 2020)
	Updating health legislation to better serve Albertans (November 5, 2020)
	Relief for Alberta drivers (October 29, 2020)
	New legislation supports safe, accessible and high-quality child care (October 28, 2020)
	Improving Alberta’s forest sector (October 22, 2020)
	Protecting jobs in the construction industry (Builders’ Lien Act, October 21, 2020)
	Modernizing Alberta’s Wildlife Regulation (August 4, 2020)
	Cutting outdated commercial carrier permits (July 29, 2020)
	Supporting sand and gravel operators (July 7, 2020)
	Cutting red tape to stimulate the economy (June 11, 2020)
	Helping Alberta’s farmers stay competitive (June 3, 2020)
	Cutting red tape for Alberta job creators (May 29, 2020)
	Reducing red tape in child care (February 4, 2020)
	Cutting red tape for electricity providers (January 24, 2020)
	Cutting red tape for student loan applicants (January 24, 2020
	Reduce red tape for wood-building construction (January 24, 2020)
	Cutting red tape for B&Bs and food banks (January 23, 2020)
	CFIB Golden Scissors Award: Associate Minister Hunter (January 23, 2020)
	Cutting red tape for housing providers (January 22, 2020)
	Aboriginal consultation to reduce red tape (January 22, 2020)
	Alberta recognized for progress on red tape (January 21, 2020)




      


	
  2019 News releases

  
    
  	Cutting red tape to attract investment (November 18, 2019)
	Online tool helps seniors cut through red tape (October 1, 2019)
	Red-tape cuts for municipalities (September 26, 2019)
	Moving forward together on free trade (September 5, 2019)
	Modernizing auto insurance (August 12, 2019)
	Halting red tape: Statement from Minister Glubish (August 8, 2019)
	Government launches industry panels to Cut Red Tape (Aug. 2, 2019)
	Rewarding responsible ranchers with longer leases (July 9, 2019)
	Less paperwork for seniors with disabilities (June 28,2019)
	Provincial parks day-use liquor sites selected (June 28,2019)
	Condominium regulations paused for red tape review (June 27,2019)
	Website to report needless red tape launches (June 24, 2019)
	Longer public land tenure to boost tourism growth (June 19, 2019)
	Business community responds with Bill 4 support (May 29, 2019)
	Cutting red tape for good (May 29, 2019)




      




  




  


  

  
  
    
  
  
    
  It's the law
The Red Tape Reduction Act was passed in 2019 that enables government to:
	create an inventory of current regulations and assess if they are effective
	focus on outcomes instead of processes to ensure all regulations are necessary, effective, efficient and proportional to their intended outcome
	develop red tape reduction plans in all departments to make sure current and new regulations are free of red tape
	coordinate cross-government activities and report on outcomes to make this initiative fully transparent to Albertans

The Red Tape Reduction Implementation Acts make necessary legislation changes.
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